[Dpposite pagel Lindsay and Michasl Main
take a break outdoors to enjoy their garden
with'Chioe, the dog: [This page] A ance
barren home paddock is now a lush haven
Since the garden has had time o grow

o 1h|_|:k Vitis wnifera ‘Alicante Bouchet casts
.dapph_'lj summr light onto the brick-paved

seating area, and hard Lines are softened

o ph¥ such elements as Buxus microphylia var

o faponjca [Japanese box] trimmed into green
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Three decades ago, the house that sis at the centre of this Durmg Hugh's visits home to Reosencath, he and lus parents
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HUGH MAIN

Growing up on a farm meant that working
the land was a major part of Hugh Main's
upbringing. But after toying with the idea
of a career in agriculture, he was drawn to
the Iintimate scale of gardening. "1I'd always
enjoyed working with Mum and Dad in the
yard, so after uni, | thought I'd go and garden
for a year,” Hugh says. In the late 1980s,
he landed a job working for Gaye Stanton,
a doyenne of the gardening world at that
time, mainly in Sydney’s Eastern Suburbs.
"What was supposed to last for a year took
hold and became a passion,” he recalls.

The family stones

One of the

warden’s loveliest features 1 the
granite boulders that have been collected on
the property and dragged into position.
Ciranite erodes slowly, resulong in a surface that

only becomes simoother and more beannful

over nme. The rocks’ placement under rees

perfect perennials Q

looks so natural thar Hugh says its as f they

“found their own way there™
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1 plane tree as a memorial to one of iy sisters

1. lLsucanthomsn X maccimum

LEhasta

henise . and we hddled around with those for

1 bit until they looked right, but we weren' daisies): A

toer precious. he e \.|'|.||:|'- The garden is all plant with 1

bout people enjoving it — not about being daisy Llomers.

showy or trving too hard.” 2.
Through the grapevine

A verandah wath a pergola wraps around the
northern and western sides of the house, and
EEOWINE over it 15 an ormamental grapevine

{ Firds winifers “Alcance Bouchet”), The vine
privi les shade i sumumer but, i winter, when

its branches are bare, sunlight filters through

to help warm up the house

Small, inkled, greay-greor

and splkes of pale-lavender [lowsrs
thidughout Sumne -

IS A COUNTRYWOMAN'S
TNESS AND SOME COLOUR,
INTENTIONAL. AS F.
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GARDEN -
BUT NOTHING IS

After completing an Associate Diploma

of Horticulture at Ryde College in Sydney,
Hugh went into partnership with landscape
architect Sally King-5cott. In 2000, after
Sally had married and moved to the
country, he teamed up with Adam Jones,

a UK-trained textile artist, and Spirit Level
landscape design was born.

"We're trying to add as much art into our
gardens as we can,” says Hugh. "Design is
a collaborative process, with me, Adam and
Richard Belkan, a landscape architect who
works with us, all having different roles.”

When Hugh first started out in the
industry, he found there was a definite
formal European garden aesthetic that
people wanted. “The style of gardens we
are trying to do now is much more in tune
with the broader Australian landscape,”
he says. “We use local materials and more
native plants, so that the gardens feel right
and look natural. | can’t stand fake.”

To see mare of Spirit Levels work, visit
wwwispirniflevel. com.au,

IN DETAIL

ideas from the Glen Innes garden

The perennials in this garden feature hardy plants, many gromn
from local stock, which ensures their survival in a tough climate

SO THERE

FAR AS THE PLANTS ARE CONCERMNED,
HAS SURVIVED"
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